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Project Overview: 

This semester students will develop an audio project based on the permanent collection of the National Gallery of Art.  Working individually and in groups, students will visit the museum, choose an object for observation and analysis, develop written descriptions of works of art, engage in peer review activities, and produce a short “audioguide” recording discussing a single object currently on view at the museum.  Upon completion, student projects will be available for members of the class to download and use when they visit the NGA in the future.  NOTE:  Detailed rubrics used to grade each component are available on the course hub.
Due Dates for Project Materials: 

	Material
	Due Date

	Object chosen (1st and 2nd choice) 
	Jan. 30

	Draft of Formal Analysis to Peer Group
	Mar. 13

	In-Class Peer Review
	Mar. 18

	Final Formal Analysis Due in Class

	Mar. 20

	Technology Presentation in Class
	Mar. 25

	Optional Technology Workshop in Gelardin New Media Center/Lau
	TBA

	Draft of Audioguide Script  
	April 5

	Final Project Due/Class Presentations
	April 29


Part I: Close Looking and Formal Analysis
Choosing an object
Choose an object (1st and 2nd choice) at the National Gallery of Art that you will be able to visit throughout the semester; your memory of an object you have previously seen or a reproduction (print or digital) will not be acceptable.  The object may be of any media  (painting, sculpture, print, photography, mixed media, installation), but it must be dated within the time period of our class (1840 to present) AND it should not be an object discussed in lectures or assigned readings.   
When choosing an object, keep in mind that your description of its physical characteristics will be an important part of your paper.  Sculpture, three-dimensional installations, and non-objective imagery can be challenging to describe, but can make for extremely interesting visual analyses.  NOTE: Be sure to choose an object on view in the permanent collection, and not a work shown in a temporary exhibition.  
Formal Analysis 
Based on your observation and analysis of an object, write a 2-3 page formal analysis.  Information about writing a formal analysis can be found in Sylvan Barnet’s A Short Guide to Writing About Art (Chapter 3)—a pdf is available on the course hub.  Although your paper should include a brief description, a formal analysis differs in that it also considers how the object’s formal qualities (line, color, shape, brushstroke, spatial treatment, composition, etc.) work together to help the viewer better understand the object.  This paper relies on your visual analysis of the object (which serves as your primary text.)  Use your skills to look closely, analyze what you see, and clearly communicate your visual perceptions.  
Part II: Developing a Conversational Interpretation and Audioguide: 

Students will work with their peer groups to develop an 3-6 minute audioguide for an object in the National Gallery of Art. (Group members have written their formal analysis paper about the same object, or objects that are very similar in visual characteristics, so use your collective strengths as you develop the audioguide.)  The conversational interpretation style used in the Smarthistory podcasts should serve as a general model for your audioguide—different from their approach, however, your group should prepare a general script of the ideas to be discussed.  

SEE:  http://smarthistory.khanacademy.org/conversational-interpretation.html 
As you’ve already seen in the podcasts assigned for class, a conversational approach can offers an engaging way for two or three people to explain an object.  Refer to your formal analyses as you develop your group’s script.  Remember that unlike the Smarthistory podcasts, your audioguide will be used in the gallery where the object is on view.  Some ideas to consider: 

· What key points of your analysis would be most useful for a novice art viewer?

· How will you draw the viewer’s attention to specific visual elements?

· Would it be useful to reference a nearby work as a comparison?

· What details of the object should be described in most detail?  How do they contribute to your main ideas.  
· Have you used specialized art historical concepts or vocabulary that must be defined or explained?
· Did your group have diverging opinions about the object?  Might the viewer benefit from hearing different sides of an issue or interpretation?  
Developing the script will be the most challenging element of this assignment since you must rewrite your analysis to be more conversational in tone and more direct in communicating information about the object.  Note:  Although this project will require the collaboration and commitment of all group members, individuals should assigned primary oversight of each of the following components. 
Scriptwriter: (one or more person)  Will work with the others to choose pertinent elements of the existing analyses and develop the script to be followed during recording.  
Audio editor: (one or more person)  Will work with the others in rehearsing and recording the script to audio, and editing the final version of the audioguide.   
Director/Producer: (one person)  Will contribute to all elements of the project and document the group’s process, decisions, challenges, and resolutions.  Will draft and finalize a collaborative document serving as the “Director’s Cut Comments” to accompany the final audioguide.  
Materials to turn in and Final Presentations (for individuals and group:  

Each person should include in the following materials on a page in their Eportolios: 

1) a final version of their group’s recording as a MP3 file with an image of the object
2) the final version of their formal analysis  

3) a copy of their group’s “Director’s Cut Comments” 
4) a one page summary/evaluation of the assignment process

5) grade assignments for their peers contribution to the project (Use the detailed rubric on the course hub to determine peer grades for each member of your group.) 

